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With increased awareness of and concern for economic, political and secur-
ity matters, both developed and developing nations are searching for a set of
internationally approved principles governing remote sensing from outer space.
This Article explores the burgeoning conflict between the advanced sensing na-
tions and the nations sensed from outer space. The historical development of
various proposed principles submitted to the Legal Sub-Committee of
COPUOS is presented. Also, an article-by-article assessment of the principles
promulgated by Mexico is detailed. A comparison with previously submitted
principles reveals Mexico’s desire to constrain sensing activities in order to en-
sure that sensed States are not prejudiced.
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This Article analyzes legal issues that have emerged from the conflict be-
tween remote sensing and national sovereignty over natural resources. The ma-
jor emphasis is on the question of open dissemination of remotely sensed data.
Both internal and external factors leading to Mexico’s position on remote sens-
ing are discussed. Mexico’s intense feelings of nationalism and its concern
about national sovereignty have largely determined its foreign policy position
on remote sensing. The use of the “Common Heritage of Mankind” principle
and the desire of Third World nations to reduce the political.and economic
disparity among all States suggest that open dissemination would enhance State
management of natural resources.

COMMENTS

Patenting Microorganisms: Working the Bugs
Out of the International Depositary Authority
Steven D. Schroeder .........................cociiiiiiiiiiiin,

Published by CWSL Scholarly Commons,

22



California Western International Law Journal, Vol. 14, No. 1 [], Art.

The Exclusion of Religion From Great Britain’s
Race Relations Act: “Sikh” and Ye Shall Find
A Violation of Human Rights Obligations
Lisa G. Shemonsky ................ ... ciiiiiiiiiiiiiin

Enforcement Questions of the International
Whaling Commission: Are Exclusive Economic
Zones the Solution?
Joseph P. Rosati ................. ... ... ool

United States Policy Regarding Nationalization
of American Investments: The People’s Republic
of China’s Nationalization Decree of 1950
Laurie A. Pinard .......... ... ... .. 0 iiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn..

Equal Right of Access in Matters of
Transboundary Pollution: Its Prospects

in Industrial and Developing Countries
James A. Capuio ...................ciiiiiiiiiiiii

BOOK REVIEW
The Modern International Law of Outer Space

by Carl Q. Christol

S. Houston Lay ................. ...l
BOOKSINBRIEF ......cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e

BOOKS RECEIVED...........ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiia

https://scholarlycommons.law.cwsl.edu/cwilj/vol14/iss1/1

—_



	tmp.1630008006.pdf.jMM8T

